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The chief insurance commissioner, or his duly appointed assistants
or agents, shall administer all oaths required in the discharge of his
official duties.
SECTION 11. Examinations and investigations.-All examina-
tions or investigations provided by Title 37 of the Code of Laws
of South Carolina, 1952, as amended, and, unless otherwise provided,
by any other insurance laws of this State, may be conducted by the
chief insurance commissioner personally or by one or more of his
duly authorized assistants or agents. All hearings shall be held by
the chief insurance commissioner.
SECTION 12. Hearings-notice.-All hearings, unless otherwise-
specifically provided, shall be held at such time and place as shall be
designated in a notice which shall be given by the chief insurance
commissioner, in writing, to the person cited to appear, at least ten
days before the date designated therein. The notice shall state the
subject of the inquiry and specific charges, if any. It shall be suf-
ficient to give such notice either by delivering it to such person or
by depositing it in the United States mail, postage prepaid, ad-
dressed to the last known place of business of such person and reg-
istered with return receipt requested.
SECTION 13. Witnesses--summoning and attendance of-pun-
ish for contempt-oaths-false swearing.-The chief insurance
commissioner or any assistants or agents, appointed to conduct exami-
nations, may summon and compel the attendance of witnesses to
testify in relation to any matter which is, by the provisions of Title
37 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1952, as amended, or by
any other insurance laws of this State, a subject of inquiry and in-
vestigation. The chief insurance commissioner shall have the power
of a circuit judge to punish for contempt any witness failing to answer
any summons or failing or refusing to testify when so required. The
chief insurance commissioner, or any assistants or agents appointed
to conduct examinations, may also administer oaths and affirmations
to persons appearing as witnesses before him and false swearing in
any matter or proceeding aforesaid shall be deemed perjury and shall
be punished as such.
SECTION 14. Orders to be in writing--signature.-Whenever,
by any provision of Title 37 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina,
1952, as amended, or by any other insurance laws of this State, the


